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SPECIAL REPORT
Time for the SAR to embrace liberal arts
ANGELICA CHEUNG
When P rofessor Edward 
Chen Kwan-yiu joined Ling- 
nan as president three years 
ago, he had a clear vision that 
the 30-year-old college 
should be aiming to be a 
world-class liberal arts uni­
versity - with Hong Kong 
characteristics.
“Liberal arts education 
has not been a fashionable 
subject in Asia in the past 20 
years because people in the 
region have been concentrat­
ing on economic develop­
m e n t,h e  said.
Such education was popu­
lar in North America and 
Professor Chen believed it 
was time for Asian students 
to be given an opportunity to 
embrace it before pursuing a 
career.
Liberal arts programmes 
give studen ts  a general 
grounding, aim ing for 
breadth as much as depth. 
While liberal arts dates to 
medieval Europe, it really be­
gan to flourish in the United 
States around the late 19th 
century.
LINGNAN COLLEGE 
30th ANNIVERSARY
After receiving a liberal 
arts degree, students tend to 
specialise in one discipline.
Liberal arts education 
does not come cheap and re­
quires low student-teacher 
ratios. Liberal arts thrives in 
a collegial atmosphere where 
there is ample room for inter­
action between faculty and 
students with small classes 
and tutorials.
An institution needs to en­
sure students receive enough 
personal attention.
Professor Chen's chal­
lenge is to keep student- 
teacher ratios low while man- 
aging a tight budget.
To encourage more con­
tact between students and
nance, which are intermin­
gled with liberal arts educa­
tion. The college also stresses 
a regional aspect. Its curricu­
lum firmly relates to the Asia- 
Pacific culture and lifestyle.
44We are truly cross-cul­
tural and bilingual. Within 
10 years, I hope Lingnan will 
become a distinguished liber­
al arts university at an inter­
national lev e l,h e  said.
"This is the role of Ling­
nan. We want to have a niche 
in Hong Kong^ higher learn­
ing system. In Hong Kong, 
liversity
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Tung Chee-hwa with students at Lingnan’s 27th graduation ceremony and, right, Professor Edward Chen, the college’s president.
teachers, most students stay 
on campus. About 75 percent 
of them are provided with 
hostel places, the largest per­
centage among Hong Kong^ 
tertiary institutions.
“ We put a lot of emphasis 
on students’ language and in­
formation technology skills.
We will implement an exit 
language test on both English 
and Chinese. In future, we 
will introduce exit tests on in­
formation technology,said 
Professor Chen, a former 
chair professor of economic^ 
at the University of Hong 
Kong.
“ Liberal arts education 
stresses how to think and how 
to learn more than just what 
you learn. This is basically 
following the American mod­
el, but we cannot implant it 
wholly to ourselves. We input 
a lot of Hong Kong character­
istics into our education.
One thing different from 
the liberal arts education in 
North America is that Ling- 
nan introduces certain pro­
fessional studies.
Students can choose to 
take courses such as insur­
ance, interpreting, Chinese 
writing, accounting and fi­
there are 45,000 un  
places, while Lingnan has 
only 2,000 students. But we 
stress quality  instead of 
quantity. We have an unique 
mission and an unique role•”
One frustration of Ling­
nan has been that many still 
consider it a school because 
of its “college” title, though it 
provides full degree pro­
grammes. However, the col­
lege will achieve university 
status, hopefully by the end of 
the year.
An official review was 
conducted in January over 
Lingnan’s self-accreditation
status. This will enable it to 
formulate courses or pro­
grammes completely by itself 
without being validated by 
the University Grants Com­
mittee.
Satisfied with the review, 
the committee has recom­
mended that the Executive 
Council grant Lingnan self­
accreditation status. Ling­
nan can then apply again for a 
change of its ordinance to ob­
tain the title of university. 
When the proceedings are 
complete, Lingnan will be­
come the SAR^ eighth uni­
versity.
To promote the idea of lib­
eral arts education, Lingnan 
has been taking every oppor­
tunity to talk to secondary 
school students and teachers, 
government officials and the 
business community.
''A fter decades of eco­
nomic development, I think 
Hong Kong society is ready 
for liberal arts now,^ Profes­
sor Chen said.
“With a sound foundation 
laid in the past 30 years, we 
are confident of facing the 
challenges that lie ahead.”
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s
to
L i n g n a n  C o l l e g e
3 0  t h  A n n i v e r s a r y
w i t h  c o m p l i m e n t s
o
M TR  Corporation
Regional 
research 
focus of 
institute
Lingnan College’s aim is to be 
a top liberal arts institution 
but it also seeks to equip stu­
dents with professional skills.
The Hong Kong Institute 
of Business Studies and the 
Centre for Literature and 
Translation were established 
two years ago for just that pur­
pose.
And they joined a cluster of 
Lingnan centres already in 
place.
The institute concerns it­
self with todays global issues 
- but from an uniquely region­
al perspective. Research fo­
cuses on, for example, Chi- 
nese management in Asia, 
information technology and 
IT systems in Asia, accounting 
and finance in Asia, and other 
topics “in Asia” .
The Centre for Literature 
and Translation, apart from 
publishing the bilingual Jour­
nal o f Modern Literature in 
Chinese, provides funds and 
logistics support to staff work­
ing on research projects prob­
ing different issues in litera- 
ture and translation.
It also organises public lec­
tures, seminars and work­
shops.
Lingnan, of course, has 
also been home to the 12-year- 
old Centre for Asian Pacific 
Studies, which has been going 
at a frenetic pace with projects 
arising out of Hong Kong^ re­
turn to Chinese sovereignty. 
After the handover^ the centre 
took up research on the SAR’s 
unique pattern of external re­
lationships under the t4one 
country， two systems” princi­
ple.
It also hosted an interna­
tional conference on global 
monetary affairs last year -  
and another conference spe­
cifically dealing with hand­
over issues.
Both meetings drew aca­
demics and business and gov­
ernment officials from North 
America, Europe, Japan and 
Southeast Asia.
Another key Lingnan re­
search unit is its Centre for 
Public Policy, Studies， which 
opened in 1994. It looks at 
three broad policy areas -  la­
bour, human capital invest­
ment and industrial policy; 
urban, health and environ­
mental policy; and economic 
justice and socio-political be­
haviour.
Research centres would 
not be worthy of the label if 
they did not go beyond their 
own campuses in their search 
for answers to questions of 
public policy, translation or 
anything else.
And so, too, with Ling­
nan^ institutes and centres: a 
big part of their role is organis­
ing exchange activities with 
other institutions and organ­
isations in the SAR and over­
seas.
This summer, for instance, 
the campus will host 80 stu­
dents from the US, Canada, 
Australia and the mainland.
"Because liberal arts edu­
cation is externally and inter­
nationally-oriented, exposure 
is important to students. So 
we are always keen to have ex­
change program m es with 
overseas institu tions,L ing­
nan president Edward Chen 
Kwan-yiu said.
The number of exchanges 
with mainland schools would 
also be increased, he said.
Professor Wli Wing-chiu
Family feel 
lures veteran
to stay on
ANGELICA CHEUNG
Professor Wu Wing-chiu is the only founding 
teacher at Lingnan College still working there. 
He said it had never crossed his mind to go to 
another institute in the past 30 years because 
he enjoyed the family feeling of Lingnan.
“When the college was first set up， we had a 
slogan, 'Lingnan is a Family9. It really was like 
a big family. Every day, students and teachers 
had lunch together, sitting around a big dining 
table and chatting to each o ther,sa id  Profes­
sor Wu, 62, of the Chinese department and 
winner of the college’s longest-serving award.
“Members of the board of directors often 
had dinner with us. Every year, they invited the 
staff to their villas so they could talk to us and 
learn what was going on at the college. We real­
ly felt we were closely knit together.”
Most of the first generation of Lingnan 
teachers were either graduates of the Lingnan 
College in Guangzhou or had other connec­
tions with it. In Professor Wu9s case, he was a 
favourite student of a teacher at New Asia Mid­
dle School who had studied at the old Lingnan.
Conditions were harsh when the school first 
started. Because of the lack of space, Professor 
Wu and his colleagues had to borrow class­
rooms from Lingnan Middle School.
There was also a shortage of teachers and 
Professor Wu had to teach several subjects, 
more than 20 hours a week. Now, he specialises 
in ancient Chinese history, teaching nine hours 
weekly.
Sitting in his own spacious new office 
equipped with computers and enjoying the 
view of the award-winning East meets West 
college buildings surrounding a huge campus 
swimming pool, the professor reflected on the 
changes he had experienced at Lingnan.
t4All these modem, good-looking material 
conditions are just an appearance. What is 
more important is the quality of teachers and 
an honest, diligent and ambitious atmosphere 
among students,” he said.
4tIn the first few years, we were discriminat­
ed against by other institutions because we 
were a private school outside the British-estab­
lished educational system. But our students 
shared a common quality, which was inno­
cence and honesty.
In the early days, the quality of students was 
mixed, but Professor Wu and his colleagues did 
produce some high achievers. One of his stu­
dents is now a well-known writer, whose name 
is constantly seen in major Chinese newspa­
pers, while another is a professor in the US who 
has published many articles overseas.
Today, the general quality of students was 
higher, but their attitude had also changed, he 
said.
‘‘When Lingnan was not in a position to 
grant degrees, students who still joined us came 
purely to gain knowledge. Now, it is easier to 
enter a university, but most students work for 
degrees and certificates,Professor Wu said. 
t4Lingnan has maintained a good tradition. 
The relationship between teachers and stu­
dents is closer than most universities.
t4I think Lingnan is heading in the right di­
rection by developing liberal arts education.
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LINGNAN COLLEGE 30th ANNIVERSARY
Nurturing 
new leaders
「he last three decades have seen the re- 
narkable transformation of Lingnan 
College from a private post-secondary 
ollege with about 100 students to a de- 
|ree-conferring tertiary institution with 
Inore than 2,000 students.
Founded in 1967 to continue the fine 
»raditions of the former Lingnan Uni­
versity in Guangzhou, the Lingnan Col- 
'ege has contributed tremendously to 
ertiary education in Hong Kong.
With its distinctive mission to be- 
:ome a world-class liberal arts institu- 
ion with Hong Kong characteristics, its 
ied ica tion  to the w hole-person  
ipproach to education and, above all, 
ts pursuit of excellence in teaching and 
earning, Lingnan College will nurture a 
new generation of leaders who are well 
educated, global in outlook, confident 
n our destiny and proud of Hong 
^Cong^ uniqueness and our Chinese 
heritage.
On its 30th anniversary, I congratu- 
ate Lingnan College on its achieve- 
nents and wish it continued success in 
fulfilling its mission in the years to 
home.
TUNG CHEE-HWA, 
Chief Executive
Embracing 
dual culture
The achievement of Lingnan College 
over the last 30 years bears testimony to 
the college^ unfaltering effort in achiev­
ing its motto -  Education for Service.
With its commitment to a whole-per­
son approach, Lingnan College strives to 
equip its students with a sound intellec­
tual foundation deeply rooted in the lib­
eral arts tradition so they have the ability 
to communicate effectively, the mind to 
think and judge independently, and the 
heart to care and contribute to their fam­
ilies and the community at large.
These are the important attributes 
that our next generation should possess 
in order to lead Hong Kong into the next 
century.
As the only fully-residential liberal 
arts institution in Hong Kong, Lingnan 
College embraces the best of both East­
ern and Western culture, inculcates a 
closely-knit collegial spirit and pursues 
excellence in teaching and learning.
I congratulate all those who have con­
tributed towards Lingnan College's im­
pressive achievement and I wish it con- 
tinued success in building on its solid 
foundation and furthering its mission.
JOSEPH W. P. WONG, 
Secretary for Education and Manpower
Building on distinctive niche
)^ver the last three de- 
ades, Lingnan College 
las made significant pro­
cess in providing quality 
Education for the younger 
ieneration of Hong Kong.
We owe much of our 
Luccess to the commit- 
n lent and support of the 
l Jngnan community as 
k ^ell as the community at 
j arge. We have come a 
靖 ,)ng way fro pi being a pri­
vate post-secondary col_ 
lege operating in a few 
classrooms to a unique 
certiary institution set in a 
spacious and prestigious 
campus in Tuen Mun.
At age 30, Lingnan is 
embarking on further de­
velopments, aspiring to 
build itself into a world- 
class liberal arts universi­
ty.
Our mission of liberal 
arts education seeks to de­
velop all-round qualities 
and capacities in students 
in an age of rapid techno­
logical innovation and 
ever-changing socio-eco­
nomic structure. It also 
aims to preserve the spiri­
tual basis of humanity 
against a growing tide of 
gross materialism.
We perceive educa­
tion as the nurturing of in­
tellectuals with inner re- 
sources com petent to 
meet the changing condi­
tions and unexpected 
challenges of life, yet with 
the humanity and wis­
dom to find self-realis­
ation in the service of 
humankind.
As president of Ling­
nan, I am delighted to see 
that our distinctive niche 
in tertiary education is 
gradually accepted and 
supported by the Govern­
ment and the public.
Lingnan is keen to par­
ticipate to the full in Hong 
Kong's continuing suc­
cess.
EDWARD K. Y. CHEN, 
President, 
Lingnan College
Set to mark 
beginning 
of fresh era
Lingnan College's 30th anniversary cele­
bration is today reaching the apex.
For the past year, we have organised a 
series of meaningful activities, not only 
to commemorate the proud record of 
achievements that have been attained by 
our concerted efforts during the last 30 
years, but also to mark the beginning of 
"higher development in a new era.
For the last three decades, Lingnan 
has gone through numerous trials and 
hardships.
Because of the endeavours of the 
Lingnan community -  members of the 
governing bodies, staff, students, alumni 
and benefactors -  who have dedicated 
wholeheartedly to the attainment of the 
high ideal of “education for service” ， we 
have carved out a distinctive role as a 
unique liberal arts tertiary institution in 
Hong Kong.
With the sound and firm foundation,
) ingnan will have the vision and sagacity 
for further advancement. We are now 
v ell poised to provide the quality liberal 
arts education for training the leaders in 
the coming generations who will be fit to 
meet the emerging needs of the next mil­
lennium.
CHIU HIN-KWONG, 
Chairman,
Board of Governors and Council
Achieving
well-deserved
recognition
On the occasion of the 30th anniversary 
of Lingnan College, I wish to extend, on 
behalf of the University Grants Commit­
tee, my warmest congratulations to the 
council, president, faculty members and 
other staff members, students and gradu­
ates of the college.
In the last 30 years, Lingnan College 
has come a long way from a small private 
college operating with a few classrooms 
to a degree-granting institution with a 
new and purpose-built campus in Tuen 
Mun.
The committee has recently complet­
ed an institutional review on the college. 
I have been advised by my colleagues in­
volved in the review that the college has 
done remarkably well in the exercise and 
the committee will soon recommend to 
the Government that the college should 
be given self-accreditation status.
The mission of Lingnan College is to 
become an internationally recognised 
liberal arts university with Hong Kong 
characteristics. It has already taken a big 
step towards this goal. I am confident the 
college will progress even faster in this 
respect with the award of self-accredita­
tion status.
EDGAR W. K. CHENG, 
Chairman, 
University Grants Committee
Meeting Hong Kong’s needs
To cope with the challenges of the 21 st 
century, one important mission of tertia­
ry education is to foster among young­
sters a sense of social responsibility and 
to develop and pass on the culture and 
virtues of our society to our next genera­
tion.
Since its foundation in 1967, Lingnan 
College has devoted itself to the develop­
ment of liberal arts education， which 
akes on a global outlook and meets the 
飞eeds of Hong Kong.
The whole-person and balanced 
Pproached to education develops in stu­
dents the capacity to think independent­
ly and analyse critically.
I congratulate the college on its 30th 
anniversary and its rert|arkable achieve­
ments over the years. With continual 
support from the Government and the 
community, I am confident the Lingnan 
staff and students will strive and make 
the college an excellent liberal arts insti­
tution which is rooted in Hong Kong.
ANTONY LEUNG, 
Chairman, 
Education Commission
Institution grew from missionary roots to gain respect worldwide
Survivor of social upheaval
ANGELICA CHEUNG
There were only two classrooms 
and 100 students when Lingnan 
College was set up 30 years ago 
in Wan Chai.
The timing could not have 
been worse: riots were taking 
place, the economy was in bad 
shape and people had little con­
fidence in the future.
The college survived and 
has been relocated to an im­
pressive, new and bigger cam­
pus in Tuen Mun featuring 
award-winning architecture 
and advanced equipment.
Only the traditional Chinese 
flavour integrated in the build­
ings hints of a long history and a 
link with China.
The college’s history goes 
back to Guangzhou in 1888 
when the American Presbyteri­
an Board of Foreign Missions 
founded the Christian College, 
the forerunner of Lingnan.
It was incorporated with the 
University of the State of New 
York in 1893 and was given a
charter to grant degrees. Ten 
years later, it was renamed, 
Lingnan College.
Academic performance and 
the quality of its students won 
the college fame international­
ly. Renowned overseas univer­
sities such as Harvard, Yale, 
Columbia, Cornell and Toron­
to were willing to accept Ling­
nan graduates for post-graduate 
studies, and many went on to 
become specialists and experts 
in North America.
In 1927, the college formally 
registered with the then-Chi- 
nese government as Lingnan 
University.
Over the following 20 years, 
the university developed exten­
sive international academic 
contacts, conducting student 
exchange programmes with 26 
institutions in North America, 
while p rom inen t overseas 
scholars were invited to give 
lectures.
However, its booming aca­
demic development was hin­
dered by political turm oil.
Three years after the commu­
nists gained power in 1949, the 
university was closed.
But the feelings of its gradu­
ates overseas towards their 
alma mater remained. In 1967, 
a group of former graduates do- 
nated money and re-estab­
lished the institution under the 
name of Lingnan College in 
Hong Kong.
‘‘The founders of the new 
college really struggled through 
all those years. There was no 
subsidy from the Government, 
and thus the only source of 
funding was donations from 
graduates of the former Ling­
nan College on the mainland,^ 
Professor Edward Chen Kwan- 
yiu, president of Lingnan, said.
However, the spiritual and 
academic support from over­
seas was encouraging. As it had 
once done to the Guangzhou- 
based university, the Church of 
Christ in China and its related 
mission boards in the United 
States, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand and England soon de­
clared support for the revived 
college.
Despite constant funding 
problems, the college won in­
creasing international recognit­
ion.
By 1974, more than 70 uni­
versities in the US and Canada 
had recognised the status of 
Lingnan as a higher educational 
institution and accepted its 
graduates for transfer and 
granted transfer credits.
The US Government gave a 
grant to the college in 1976 to 
build an auditorium and buy 
teaching materials and equip­
ment.
By 1987, more than 160 
overseas institutions of higher 
learning recognised Lingnan.
However, the college^ pro­
cess of gaining recognition from 
the Hong Kong Government 
was slow because of the then- 
dominant British educational 
system in the territory.
In 1978, it was granted the 
status of an institution of tertia­
ry education and started receiv­
ing some financial assistance 
from the Government.
The college was finally up­
graded in 1991 from a post-sec­
ondary college to a degree-con- 
ferring tertiary  in stitu tion  
funded by the U niversity  
Grants Committee. In 1995, it 
began offering research degree 
programmes at master’s level in 
trAslation and social sciences.
Nostalgic feelings remain 
among Lingnan alumni who 
sometimes visit their old cam­
pus in G uangzhou where 
Zhongshan University is now 
based.
Attached to it is a Lingnan 
college which, following tradi­
tion, focuses on economics. The 
beautiful campus, bigger than 
the Hong Kong one, serves as a 
popular place for reunions.
4tWe maintain a good rela­
tionship with the Lingnan Col­
lege in Zhongshan University. 
They are supportive of us and 
we conduct a lot of academic 
exchanges,” Professor Chen 
said.
LINGNAN COLLEGE
Continuing the Fine Traditions of Lingnan University founded in Canton in 1888
Lingnan College is one of the fully Government-funded tertiary institutions with about 2,000 students. The College aspires to be an 
internationally recognised liberal arts university with Hong Kong characteristics and to provide its students with an education in the 
liberal arts tradition from both the East and West.
Non-JUPAS Admission Exercise 1998-99
(Persons who have already applied for admission via the Joint 
University Programmes Admissions System need not apply again)
Application Period
6 - 13 July 1998
Honours Degree Programmes
(a) Bachelor of Arts (Hons) Chinese
(b) Bachelor of Arts (Hons) Contemporary English Studies
(c) Bachelor of Arts (Hons) Translation
(d) Bachelor of Business Administration (Hons)
(e) Bachelor of Social Sciences (Hons)
Admission Qualifications
Applicants must have obtained passes in:
(1) AS “Use of English” plus AS “Chinese Language and Culture” ； and
(2) One AL subject plus one AS subject other than (1), or 2 AL subjects; and
(3) Individual programme entrance requirements.
Applicants who have other qualifications which the College will consider on a case-by-case basis, equivalent to the normal entrance 
requirements of the College may also apply for admission. Except for Programme (b) (a newly introduced programme), applicants may 
apply for admission to the second year if they posses higher qualifications.
Application Methods
Application materials are obtainable in person or by written request addressed to the Registry, Lingnan College, Tuen Mun, Hong 
Kong, enclosing a self-addressed stamped (HK$4.2) envelope (size 23cm x 33 cm). Duty completed application form enclosing with 
all relevant documents and application fee receipt should be submitted to the Registry not later than 13 July 1998.
Office Hours
Monday to Friday 
Saturday
Sunday and Public Holidays
Inquiries
Tel: 2616 8750
: 9:00a.m. - 12:30 p.m., 1:30 p.m. - 5: 15 p.m. 
: 9:00a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
: Closed
Fax: 2572 5178 E-mail: registry@ln.edu.hk
Master of Philosophy Programmes 1998-99
Lingnan College offers research degree programmes at master^ level which include MPhil programmes in Chinese, Translation, Business 
and Social Sciences, commencing in September 1998. The period of study is normally tjvo years for full-time and three years for part- 
time students. The areas of research will include the following:
MPhil in Chinese (offered by the Faculty of Arts)
Critical study of either classical or modern Chinese literature 
Chinese language and linguistic studies 
Study of professional or media writing 
Study of Chinese history
MPhil in Translation (offered by the Faculty of Arts)
Translation theory and criticism 
Translation and cultural studies 
Translation and genres 
Translation of texts of social studies 
Literary and business translation
MPhil in Business (offered by the Faculty of Business)
China business
Comparative aspects of international business 
Empirical aspects of accounting 
Investment and financial institutions 
Information systems management 
Strategic issues in marketing 
Small business management 
Strategic management
MPhil in Social Sciences (offered by the Faculty of Social Sciences)
Econcmic and political aspects of international and Asian Pacific affairs, especially as they may bear on Hong Kong.
Social issues and public policy analysis, covering e.g. ageing, public housing and transportation, education and manpower supply, 
medical and health care, environmental protection and social welfare and social security.
Congratulations on Lingnan College’s 
Forthcoming Attainment of Self-Accreditation Status
